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CAMBERWELL  HISTORY  
R E C O R D I N G  T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  C A M B E R W E L L   

 A N D  D I S T R I C T  
C a m b e r w e l l  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

 

I am pleased to announce that Cr Sophie Torney, 

following her appointment as the Mayor of 

Boroondara, has accepted our request to be a 

patron of our Society. We wish her well for her 

forthcoming term of office and thank her for 

accepting the role of our patron. I would like to 

thank Cr Lisa Hollingsworth for her support during 

her time as Mayor of Boroondara.  

 

I thank all those who helped make this year a 

success for CHS. Thank you especially to our 

committee. Thank you to the CHS membership for 

your continuing support. I hope you have all had 

an enjoyable Christmas break. Best wishes for a 

successful 2025.  

 

CHS has purchased two glass display cabinets to 

exhibit items from our collection. My thanks to 

George Demetrios who helped put them together. 

We recently applied for a PROV grant to conserve 

recent donations to our collection.  

 
 

CAMBERWELL CENTENARY 
 

Donated by Surrey Hills Historical Society. 

 

Scans of some of the pages from the 

Camberwell Centenary 1971 are included on 

the following five pages. 
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AN EDWARDIAN COLLAR BOX AND ITS WAR MEMORIES 
 

John Maidment 

 

John Maidment gave a presentation on this subject after the 2024 Annual General Meeting and 

has compiled the following account. 

 

I have at home a leather Edwardian collar box, used for storing detachable shirt collars. It has an 

engraved silver plaque attached with the initials ELD. 

 

ELD was Edward Lonsdale Duckett, my maternal grandfather, born in 1887 and died in 1968. He 

was the grandson of Edward Duckett, who founded a flourishing hardware business in Lonsdale 

Street, Melbourne and the son of Albert Duckett, who lived in Armadale Street, Armadale.  

Albert’s brother, also Edward, lived at ‘Riversdale’, Hawthorn, a large property on the river, which 

was subdivided in the late 1930s. ELD lived at ‘Winston Court’, 5 Fermanagh Road, Camberwell, 

in the 1940s, before moving to Parkdale after his second marriage to Sara Amelia Coppel, an 

artist, who had studied with Max Meldrum. 

 

Below: Ted, driving, at Terang 

ELD was interested in 

motoring for much of his life 

and I have a photograph taken 

around 1910 shows him 

driving a FN (Fabrique 

Nationale) car parked outside 

Thomson Memorial Church, 

Terang.  He volunteered for 

war service in 1914 and was 

deployed to Egypt where he 

was a transport sergeant with 

the First Australian Stationary 

Hospital.  
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One photograph shows the Bungalow 

Hospital at Maadi, a suburb of Cairo, 

where he may have been based. 

 

The collar box reveals some interesting 

objects: 

 

First, a small, embossed brass box, that 

contained a sliver of cake and possibly 

cigarettes, given to serving troops at 

Christmas 1914 by Princess Mary. 

Inside the box, ELD’s three war medals, 

assorted badges – even a bullet! 

 

A paper envelope containing prisoner of 

war receipts from a concentration camp 

at Maadi dated March 1915 – and a 

receipt for one Browning automatic 

revolver dated January 1942.  There is 

a soldier’s pay book for active service 

– ELD was discharged in November 

1916 owing to being medically unfit as 

a result of a septic infection to his left 

arm and cellulitis – he returned to 

Melbourne at the time.  Other objects 

include a copper printing plate for a 

calling card, a copy of Church Praise 

(Presbyterian hymnal) dated 13 

October 1899, and a small silver 

cigarette case “ELD from ML” – 

Minna Lane, to whom he was engaged 

at some stage.  

 

Of particular interest is a leather-bound 

album [images on pages 9, 10] of tiny 

black and white photographs, all taken 

during his service in Egypt.  ELD is 

shown in some of them and there are 

others of landmarks such as the 

pyramids and the sphinx. This forms a 

remarkable record and is bound in 

leather. 

 

This is a very treasured collection from 

my grandfather whom I still well 

remember. 
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Photograph Album and some of the 

photographs in it. 
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Ambulance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT OF MEETINGS 2024 
 

24 September 2024 ANZ Bank Museum tour 

 

ANZ’s Gothic Bank first opened 

for business on 31 May 1887, a 

period that marked the boom era 

in Melbourne's history and the 

evolution of banking institutions 

in Australia. The building was 

designed by architect William 

Wardell – a renowned leader of 

the Gothic Revival movement – 

and remains one of Australia's 

most historic buildings. It was 

originally built for the English, 

Scottish and Australia Chartered 

Bank, as well as the adjacent 

former Melbourne Stock 

Exchange. Following a two-year restoration and refurbishment program ANZ's Gothic Bank has 

re-opened as an ANZ Specialist Hub with a new banking museum.  

 

Members and friends of the Camberwell Historical Society toured the ANZ Branch and Museum. 

We started with a short welcome and brief rundown on the history of the building, then a guided 

exploration of the museum on the ground floor.  
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Followed by a specially guided tour of the Verdon 

Chambers upstairs. This was the residence of the 

governor of the bank and has also been refurbished. 

It contains an impressive art collection and the 

original charter for the bank. 

 

12 October 2024 Riversdale Road History Walk  

 

A group of CHS members and friends walked along historic Riversdale Road, starting at 

Riversdale Station car park on Wandin Road. Astolat, an historic mansion and heritage garden, 

was visited. Warrawee and Wanganella and other interesting homes were looked at as well as 

historic styles of houses and other local features. 
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22 October 2024 Libby Wilson  Huguenot Ancestry 

 

1 in 6 people with British ancestry are descended from French Huguenots. The word ‘refugee’ 

came into the English language in the 17th century when thousands of French Protestants fled to 

England, Ireland, Holland, Germany, even South Africa and the American colonies.  Libby Wilson 

discovered her Huguenot forebears had fled on horseback with their four small children concealed 

in horse panniers with vegetables covering them, from their manoir in the Loire valley to Basel in 

1685.  Eventually some of Libby’s ancestors found their way to Ireland. 

 

Here in Australia, Chauvel, La Nauze, Cazaly/Cazalet, Dumas, Cordner, Bellett, Boyer, Bonynge, 

Bartel, Lansell, Latreille, Le Pine, Joubert, Touzel, Olivier, Rivett, Perdriau, Mercy, Gambier, 

Collette, Vautier are surnames which are believed to be of Huguenot origin.  

 

It is unknown where the name Huguenots came from. The name reformès was used from 1560s 

onwards. 1685 Rèfugeès was the beginning of the word refugee. Huguenots were French 

protestants who followed the teaching of John Calvin. In 1440 the invention of the Printing Press 

led to the reformation as it allowed the spread of ideas. Religious persecution led to widespread 

deaths and the protestant population leaving France. 

 

Beginning in the reign of François I, Protestants faced state-backed persecution in France. This 

persecution continued under his two successors, Henri II and François II, the latter of whom died 

young in 1560. Catherine de' Medici, regent of Charles IX, proposed the Edict of January (or Edict 

of Saint-Germain) with the hopes that providing a measure of toleration to Calvinism would help 

France avoid further chaos of the kind that had engulfed the south-west of the country. 

 

The Massacre of Vassy was the murder of Huguenot worshippers and citizens in an armed action 

by troops of the Duke of Guise, in Wassy, France on 1 March 1562. The massacre is identified as 

the first major event in the French Wars of Religion.  

 

The Saint Bartholomew's Day massacre in 1572 was a targeted group of assassinations and a wave 

of Catholic mob violence directed against the Huguenots (French Calvinist Protestants) during the 

French Wars of Religion. The massacre started a few days after the marriage on 18 August of the 

king's sister Margaret to the Protestant King Henry III of Navarre. Many of the wealthiest and 

most prominent Huguenots had gathered in largely Catholic Paris to attend the wedding.  
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The massacre began in the night of 23–24 August 1572, two days after the attempted assassination 

of Admiral Gaspard de Coligny, the military and political leader of the Huguenots. King Charles 

IX ordered the killing of a group of Huguenot leaders, including Coligny, and the slaughter spread 

throughout Paris. Lasting several weeks in all, the massacre expanded outward to the countryside 

and other urban centres. Modern estimates for the number of dead across France vary widely, from 

5,000 to 30,000. 

 

1598 Edict of Nantes - signed in April 1598 by King Henry IV and granted the Huguenots, 

substantial rights in the nation. While upholding Catholicism as the established religion, it granted 

religious toleration to the Protestant Huguenots. 

 

1685 Edict of Nantes revoked October 1685 - Louis XIV, the grandson of Henry IV, renounced 

the Edict and declared Protestantism illegal with the Edict of Fontainebleau. This act, commonly 

called the 'revocation of the Edict of Nantes,' had very damaging results for France. Intense 

persecution of Protestants took place. All Protestant ministers were given two weeks to leave the 

country unless they converted to Catholicism and all other Protestants were prohibited from 

leaving the country. The renewed persecution – including many examples of torture – caused as 

many as 400,000 to flee France at risk of their lives. Most moved to Great Britain, Prussia, the 

Dutch Republic, Switzerland, Denmark, South Africa and the new French colonies and the 

Thirteen Colonies in North America. This exodus deprived France of many of its most skilled 

artisans and industrious individuals.  

 

26 November 2024 Dr Daryl Moran and Jacqueline Dinan  

In the Fight: Australians and the War in Burma 1942-1945 

 

Daryl Moran is a former 

educator, Head of School and 

Rotary International District 

Governor. He holds a PhD 

from the University of 

Melbourne and is the author of 

Empire’s Noble Son the 

biography of an Australian 

World War I fighter pilot. His 

special interest in the Burma 

Campaign was aroused during 

his time as an educator in 

India when he came across the 

graves of RAAF members 

killed in the conflict. In the 

Fight reveals the forgotten 

involvement of Australians in 

a forgotten WWII campaign – 

Burma 1942-1945. 

 

Jacqueline Dinan is a writer with an interest in women in war. Her other publications include A 

Woman’s War: A Mother’s homefront battle (2010) and Between the Dances: World War 2 

Women tell their stories (2015). Jacqueline conducted several oral history interviews with former 

‘Wasbies’ and their descendants. Notes from these interviews contributed to the fiction book The 

Last Reunion - by Kayte Nunn (2021). In 2024, Jacqueline contributed the chapter, ‘Women at 

the Front: The Wasbies’ to In the Fight.  

  

Left to right: George Fernando, Jaqueline Dinan and Daryl 

Moran. 
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Daryl Moran: Burma 1942 - 1945 

 

 In the Fight tells the compelling stories behind the involvement of 

Australians in what became one of the great sagas of the war against 

the Japanese in South-East Asia. It is the 80th anniversary of WWII 

in 2025.  

 

Army, Navy, Airforce were in Burma. Many Australians were 

involved in other services. Burma Volunteer Service had 6 tiger 

moths. Australians have seen active service in the Indian Army since 

mid-19th century. They joined from British regiments. Between the 

two wars they had double the salary and scope for promotion.  

 

Burma was the longest land campaign of the war. The British were 

not prepared. The Burma theatre of war included Ceylon, India, 

Burma, Thailand, Vietnam and China. 8 Australian airmen killed in 

Ceylon and buried in Trincamale. Planes were grounded by the 

monsoon from May to October. The monsoon claimed more lives of airmen than anything else. 

RAAF had no one combat ready for the war in Burma. Australia forgot that many Australians 

fought in Burma under other services.  

 

Australian War correspondents – Peter Holmes, Wilfred Burchett (persona non grata) 

Douglas Wilkie, George Johnson (The Argus) Thomas Healy, Henry Standish, Harry Clunes. 

 

War artists were commissioned by the War memorial to record the war and send the works back 

to Australia. Over 100 works were in the Australian War Memorial. December 1944 William 

Dargie was digging a trench when he was told he won the Archibald prize for the first time. He 

won 8 Archibald prizes in total. 34 paintings and drawings of his are in the archives. Other artists 

included: Anthea Gunn, Frank Norton(maritime), Roy Hodgkinson (works are like boys own 

adventures) 

 

27 July 1941 – 48 Australian soldiers 8th Division travelled to Burma and joined a secret British 

operation (Tulip Force) to provide technical training to Chang Kai Chek and the National Army 

to keep the Japanese troops away. 

17 July 1942 – drove along the Burma road - 25 days 3500 miles to western China to train Chinese 

guerrillas. Chinese war lords wanted equipment not training. 

8 October 1941 Australia sent support. VAD - volunteer aid detachment to free doctors and nurses 

Sportsmen -cricket - prominent players, Don Bradman, Ross Gregory and Football -Ted Regan 

who was shot down. 

Burma changed the face of the war. Supplies had to be dropped from the air. 

Prisoners of War names were not published. Their families had no idea where they were or if they 

were alive. They were treated with harshness and cruelty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  15 

 

Jaqueline Dinan: Women’s Auxiliary Service (Burma) WAS(B) 

 

The Womens' Auxiliary Service (Burma), WAS(B) or simply, the Wasbies, recruited many 

women, including Australians to operate mobile food canteens for the armies of South East Asia 

Command (SEAC) in Burma during World War 2. This invaluable service was often conducted 

close to the battle front and operated in the most trying weather conditions and in very difficult 

terrain. 

 

Women were assisting with clerical tasks, food, drinks and tending wounded when the capital fell 

in March 1942. The mobile canteens were behind the front lines. Static ones were set up in railway 

stations and airfields. In 1943 there were 8 canteens (trucks) and 53 workers helping with food 

drink and other support services. In 1945 there were 14 canteens. The workers were often expat 

women who knew the conditions or wives and daughters of serving men. Australia did not want 

to send support services as women were required at home helping keeping industry and agriculture 

running. The women had to be physically suited and fit for the rigorous conditions – the monsoon, 

humidity, malaria, mosquitos, rats and 3ton Chevrolet vans. 30 Wasbies ended up mentioned in 

dispatches, 3 received British medals. 1947 Commandant Ninian Taylor asked for medals for the 

Wasbies but it didn’t happen. 

 

7th December 2024 Prospect Hill Road Walk: Fairholm to Moorhouse - mansions, villas 

and gardens of the 1800s 

 

The walk was planned and run by Camberwell Historical Society members Bryony Cosgrove, 

Christina Branagan, Nerida Muirden and Elizabeth Golding. The group explored the historic 

streets in the Prospect Hill Road heritage precinct. An area within the precinct of is comprised of 

intact 19th Century housing - mansions, villas and cottages, some designed by the famous 

architects of the day. The history of mansions such as Fairholm, interesting architectural detail 

and notable past residents were spoken about. The walk finished at Moorhouse Street.
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DATES FOR MEETINGS 2025 
 

Meetings are held at 25 Inglesby Road, Camberwell 
 

Wednesday 12 February 10am Supreme Court library.  

Numbers strictly limited.  
 

Tuesday 25 February 2025 7.30pm Prof Michael Buxton. Urban Planning and 

heritage protection 
 

Sunday 23 March 2025 11am Brig-Gen Harold ‘Pompey’ Elliott Memorial 

Ceremony at Burwood Cemetery conducted by 

Friends of 15th Brigade 
 

Tuesday 25 March 2025 7.30pm  Prof Richard Broome. Laneways of Melbourne 
 

Tuesday 29 April 2025 7.30pm  Vince Lazzaro. Family History research 
 

Contributions to Camberwell History contain the opinions of the contributors and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of Camberwell Historical Society, its committee, or members. 

CAMBERWELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC  
ABN 79 935 200 741  Incorporation No A0041541Y 

Affiliated with The Royal Historical Society of Victoria, Inc 

 

PO Box 1274 CAMBERWELL 3124 Tel: 0448296258 

Web address: http://www.chs.org.au 

email address: enquiries@chs.org.au 

 

President — George Fernando; Secretary & Public Office - Adèle Fernando-Swart;  

Treasurer – Siobhan Barker 

Committee members — Alister Bennie, Jennifer McArthur and George Demetrios 

Camberwell  History: Editor — Adèle Fernando-Swart 
 

The Society’s logo is taken from an illustration by Bill Beasley. 

 

 

CAMBERWELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

DONATIONS TO THE COLLECTION  
 

Camberwell Historical Society welcomes donations of the following items relating to the former 

City of Camberwell: photographs and prints, documents, letters, diaries, maps, plans, books, 

pamphlets, and reminiscences of former residents and people who worked in the area. 

 

CAMBERWELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY SUBSCRIPTION 

RENEWALS 2024 - 25 
Camberwell Historical Society’s financial year operates from 1 July to 30 June. Subscriptions for 

the 2024 – 2025 financial year were due and payable from 1 July 2024. Single $30, Family $40. 

Camberwell Historical Society, BSB 633 000 Account No 142260678 Cheques to Camberwell 

Historical Society, PO Box 1274, CAMBERWELL 3124. 

mailto:enquiries@chs.org.au

